File No. 9110170 


WORLD TRADE CENTER TASK FORCE INTERVIEW 
EMT CURTIS JACKSON 


Interview Date: October 30, 2001 


Transcribed by Nancy Francis 


C. JACKSON 


MR. CASTORINA: Today is October 30th, 2001. 
I'm Ron Castorina from the New York City Fire 
Department conducting an interview at Battalion 31 with 
EMT Curtis Jackson. With me is... 
MR. DUN: Richard Dun, Fire Department. 
Q. Sir, can you tell me your name, your rank, 
your title and your assignment? 
A. Curtis Jackson, EMT. 
Q. EMT at battalion-- 
A. Battalion 31. 
Q. Can you tell me, on September 11th, 2001, on 
that particular day, the events that took place? 
A. Sure. We came out of Brooklyn Hospital, me 
and my partner that I was working with that day, and as 


we went 98 -- 


Q. who was your partner? 

A Decosta Wright. 

Q. Okay. 

A We hit the 98 button and got in our vehicle, 


tried to head to our 89, and we heard the dispatcher 
sending numerous units over to Citywide. So we wanted 
to find out what was going on, so we switched one of 
our radios over to Citywide and we found out the World 


Trade Center was on fire. So we started to head over 
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into that direction towards the bridge and we asked the 
dispatcher to give us that assignment. 

MR. CASTORINA: Excuse me. This interview is 
conducted at 0615 hours. 

Q. Go ahead. 

A. As we requested to be placed on that 
assignment, the dispatcher gave us the assignment, we 
went 63 to the World Trade Center. We shot right over 
the bridge in about five or seven minutes and we pulled 
up in front of One World Trade Center behind numerous 
emergency vehicles, fire trucks and EMS vehicles that 
were already there. At that time we were just told -- 

Q. At this point what had happened; the first 
plane had hit? 

A. I'm sorry. The first plane had hit already. 

Q. That was the start; when you got there, the 
first plane had hit? 

A. The first plane hit. 

Q. The tower was on fire? 

A. Right. The tower was on fire. At that time, 
as we were there, we were told to set up triage right 
in the area where we pulled up at. During that time I 
saw numerous people just coming out of -- dropping out 


of the sky, I mean, actually jumping to their death, 
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landing all over the place, crashing through glass, 
crashing right on vehicles, on the street. We were 
just told to set up triage and wait for patients to be 
brought to us, but nobody brought us patients because 
there was nobody to bring out. 

I tried to use my cell phone, but I couldn't 
get any transmission. So myself, Decosta Wright and 
EMT Felton started to head over to the building across 
the street from where the towers were on fire. As we 
were heading over there, that's when I heard a big 
explosion. I didn't know what it was. We turned 
around and saw the second tower on fire and we started 
running inside the building and we just ran. It was 
like a maze. We didn't know where we were going. 

AS we were running around in there, Decosta 
and I had scaled a fence inside there because 
everything was closed off inside, and as I scaled that 
fence, I turned around to see where Felton was. I 
couldn't find out where he was. So I turned back and 
ran back to see where he was at to make sure he was all 
right, and after that, I grabbed him, we all found an 
exit out of there. We went through some stairways out 
to the rear of the building. 


Q. Which building were you in, do you remember? 
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A. I'm not even sure. 
Q. It was across the street? 
A. It was across the street. We ran out through 


the other side, and as we exited that building, we were 
told to move our emergency vehicles from the front of 
the World Trade Center around the corner. 


Q. Who told you this? 


A. It must have been the Deputy Commissioner or 
something. 

Q. Was this on the radio or -- 

A. No, this was in person, physically. 

Q. Okay. 

A. So as we were moving the vehicles around the 


corner, like I said, I still kept seeing bodies jumping 
out of the windows and landing all over the place and 
glass and everything was flying all over the place, and 
we moved our vehicles around the corner and at that 
point we were told to move our vehicles further around 
the corner. I don't know what street that was. AS we 
were moving our vehicles, my vehicle wouldn't start, it 
was down, mechanical, because the lights were on but 
the engine was shut off, and at that time all our keys 
were collected, so I wasn't able to move the vehicle. 


Q. Who had your keys, do you remember? 
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A. Somebody with a white shirt took everybody's 
keys. 
Q. Staging officer, I guess. 

MR. DUN: Was this still before the second 
plane hit? 

EMT JACKSON: No. This was after the second 
plane hit. The second plane must have hit when I heard 
the explosion when we were running in the building. We 
started moving our vehicles again and everybody else 
moved their vehicle. I tried to get a jump from 
another unit to move my vehicle. At that time the 
tower came down, was coming down, and at that point I 
just started running and everybody was ahead of me and 
I just started running, following them. When I looked 
back, you see the big -- a cloud of like dust and 
buildings. It was like it was a giant mutation of 
something just chasing me. Everybody ran towards the 
water. I ran towards the water. Half the people ran 
downtown and half the people ran uptown, as you hit the 
water side. So I ran uptown and everybody else ran 
downtown -- no. Half ran uptown, half ran downtown, 
and I was just following the crowd. 

Q. You ran uptown? 


A. Yes. I was just following the crowd. 
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Everybody -- 

Q. Did that dust catch up with you? 

A. No, the dust never caught up with us. I saw 
people getting caught up from behind me who were slow, 
who were running slow or just didn't make it. After 
that point, we waited for the dust to clear, and then I 
went back to try to see if I could help anybody who 
needed help, and at that point I was met with another 
white shirt, an individual from the Fire Department EMS 
command, and I was told to join another group to set up 
triage downtown by -- there were two staging areas. 

MR. DUN: South Ferry? 
EMT JACKSON: South Ferry. 

A. There was one uptown at Chelsea and there was 
one at South Ferry. I was told to join the group down 
at South Ferry. At that point the second tower came 
down, so we started running again, and this time I ran 
downtown and not uptown. But this time I was further 
away from where the collapse happened. 

Q. When it started coming down? 

A. Yes. And the same thing again happened, I 
mean, you seen a big cloud of dust again. But I was 
nowhere near that. I went down to South Street to help 


out with other EMTs, set up triage. 
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Were you hearing any radio transmissions? 
I heard a lot of radio transmissions. 


A lot of radio transmissions? 


> 0 > 0 


Especially when the first tower came down. 
All I heard was Mayday and 1013, 1013. I heard a lot 
of commotion, a lot of screaming, a lot of yelling, 
help, you know, a lot of calls for help. 

Q. Then you ended up you were at triage and were 
you receiving any injuries, people coming in? 

A. We didn't receive any injuries. The only 
thing, people kept asking was can they hold a face 
mask, a mask for the dust. That was about it. 

Q. How long did you stay there? 

A. I stayed there until 11:00 o'clock that 
night. 

Q. You weren't injured in any way; you were 
okay, breathing and everything? 

A. Yes. I just lost all my equipment, my radio. 

Q. And your vehicle, I guess; that was under the 
rubble? 

A. The vehicle was under the rubble, but they 
got it out like a week later. 

Q. Your partner was okay? 


A. My partner was okay. 
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Q. All right. Is there anything else you can 
think of that you want to add? 


A. I try to forget. 


Q. I understand. 
A. There's nothing else I could add or want to 
talk about. 


MR. CASTORINA: Okay. This concludes the 
interview. The time is now 0627 hours. Thank you, 


Mr. Jackson. 


